
RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT Rule 5.5

the person’s conduct is compatible with the pro-
fessional obligations of the lawyer;

(2) A lawyer having direct supervisory authority
over the nonlawyer shall make reasonable efforts
to ensure that the person’s conduct is compatible
with the professional obligations of the lawyer; and

(3) A lawyer shall be responsible for conduct
of such a person that would be a violation of the
Rules of Professional Conduct if engaged in by a
lawyer if:

(A) The lawyer orders or, with the knowledge
of the specific conduct, ratifies the conduct
involved; or

(B) The lawyer is a partner or has comparable
managerial authority in the law firm in which the
person is employed, or has direct supervisory
authority over the person, and knows of the con-
duct at a time when its consequences can be
avoided or mitigated but fails to take reasonable
remedial action.

(P.B. 1978-1997, Rule 5.3.) (Amended June 26, 2006, to
take effect Jan. 1, 2007.)

COMMENTARY: Lawyers generally employ assistants in
their practice, including secretaries, investigators, law student
interns, and paraprofessionals. Such assistants, whether
employees or independent contractors, act for the lawyer in
rendition of the lawyer’s professional services. A lawyer must
give such assistants appropriate instruction and supervision
concerning the ethical aspects of their employment, particu-
larly regarding the obligation not to disclose information relat-
ing to representation of the client, and should be responsible
for their work product. The measures employed in supervising
nonlawyers should take account of the fact that they do not
have legal training and are not subject to professional dis-
cipline.

Subdivision (1) requires lawyers with managerial authority
within a law firm to make reasonable efforts to establish internal
policies and procedures designed to provide reasonable
assurance that nonlawyers in the firm will act in a way compati-
ble with the Rules of Professional Conduct. See first paragraph
of Commentary to Rule 5.1. Subdivision (2) applies to lawyers
who have supervisory authority over the work of a nonlawyer.
Subdivision (3) specifies the circumstances in which a lawyer
is responsible for conduct of a nonlawyer that would be a
violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct if engaged in
by a lawyer.

Rule 5.4. Professional Independence of a
Lawyer
(a) A lawyer or law firm shall not share legal

fees with a nonlawyer, except that:
(1) An agreement by a lawyer with the lawyer’s

firm, partner, or associate may provide for the
payment of money, over a reasonable period of
time after the lawyer’s death, to the lawyer’s estate
or to one or more specified persons;

(2) A lawyer who purchases the practice of a
deceased, disabled or disappeared lawyer may,
pursuant to the provisions of Rule 1.17, pay to
the estate or other representative of that lawyer
the agreed upon purchase price; and
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(3) A lawyer or law firm may include nonlawyer
employees in a compensation or retirement plan,
even though the plan is based in whole or in part
on a profit-sharing arrangement.

(b) A lawyer shall not form a partnership with a
nonlawyer if any of the activities of the partnership
consist of the practice of law.

(c) A lawyer shall not permit a person who rec-
ommends, employs, or pays the lawyer to render
legal services for another to direct or regulate the
lawyer’s professional judgment in rendering such
legal services.

(d) A lawyer shall not practice with or in the
form of a professional corporation or association
authorized to practice law for a profit, if:

(1) A nonlawyer owns any interest therein,
except that a fiduciary representative of the estate
of a lawyer may hold the stock or interest of the
lawyer for a reasonable time during adminis-
tration;

(2) A nonlawyer is a corporate director or officer
thereof or occupies the position of similar respon-
sibility in any form of association other than a
corporation; or

(3) A nonlawyer has the right to direct or control
the professional judgment of a lawyer.

(P.B. 1978-1997, Rule 5.4.) (Amended June 26, 2006, to
take effect Jan. 1, 2007.)

COMMENTARY: The provisions of this Rule express tradi-
tional limitations on sharing fees. These limitations are to pro-
tect the lawyer’s professional independence of judgment.
Where someone other than the client pays the lawyer’s fee
or salary, or recommends employment of the lawyer, that
arrangement does not modify the lawyer’s obligation to the
client. As stated in subsection (c), such arrangements should
not interfere with the lawyer’s professional judgment.

This Rule also expresses traditional limitations on permit-
ting a third party to direct or regulate the lawyer’s professional
judgment in rendering legal services to another. See also Rule
1.8 (f) (lawyer may accept compensation from a third party as
long as there is no interference with the lawyer’s independent
professional judgment and the client gives informed consent).

Rule 5.5. Unauthorized Practice of Law
(a) A lawyer shall not practice law in a jurisdic-

tion in violation of the regulation of the legal pro-
fession in that jurisdiction, or assist another in
doing so. The practice of law in this jurisdiction is
defined in Practice Book Section 2-44A. Conduct
described in subsections (c) and (d) in another
jurisdiction shall not be deemed the unauthorized
practice of law for purposes of this subsection (a).

(b) A lawyer who is not admitted to practice in
this jurisdiction, shall not:

(1) except as authorized by law, establish an
office or other systematic and continuous pres-
ence in this jurisdiction for the practice of law; or




